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²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ

ÁOverview of STAAR
ÁSome frequently asked questions
ÁYour questions
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.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ Χ

This information is the latest 
we have at this time. 

HISD is deciding how to 
shape and implement 
policies and procedures.

We are committed to 
keeping you up to date 
about STAAR.
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A new accountability system 
starts this year
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STAAR transition plan

Grades 3-8

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade12 
& out-of-school

2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016
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What is the STAAR test?

ÁA new statewide testing system for 
elementary, middle, and high school 
students. 

ÁLike TAKS, it is based on the Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

ÁSTAAR is designed to measure a 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎΦ
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What is the STAAR test?

High school

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘŀƪŜ άŜƴŘ-of-ŎƻǳǊǎŜέ ŜȄŀƳǎ

Elementary and middle school

Tested on same subjects/grades as TAKS
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What tests will my child take?

Grade Subjects tested

3 Math Reading

4 Math Reading Writing

5 Math Reading Science

6 Math Reading

7 Math Reading Writing

8 Math Reading Science Social
Studies

9-12 End-of-courseexams in:  Algebra I, Geometry, 
and Algebra II ; English I, English II, and English III; 
Biology, Chemistry, and Physics ; World 
Geography, World History, and U.S. History.
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Is STAAR more difficult than the 
TAKS test?

{¢!!w ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
in a deeper way. Questions are:

ÁMore complex
ÁOpen-ended 
ÁFocused on 
critical thinking
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Is STAAR more difficult than the 
TAKS test?

Also, the STAAR test is timedςstudents 
will have four hours to complete the tests.
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ griddableitem?

ÁRequires students to 
derive answers without the 
influence of answer choices

Á3-5 griddableitems will 
be included in most science 
and math assessments

ÁStudents must enter their 
answer in the boxes and 
then fill in the 
corresponding bubbles
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How will performance be 
measured?

Level I
Unsatisfactory 
Academic 
Performance

Level II
Satisfactory 
Academic 
Performance

Level III
Advanced 
Academic
Performance 
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Example: TAKS question 
(Grade 3 Math)
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Example: STAAR question 
(Grade 3 Math)
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What is an EOC?

Math English Science Social Studies

Algebra I English I
(Reading & Writing)

Biology World 

Geography

Geometry English II
(Reading & Writing)

Chemistry World History

Algebra II English III
(Reading & Writing)

Physics U.S. History

High school students will take 12 
STAAR end-of-courseassessments 
developed in foundation subjects.
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Three important considerations 
about the EOC

Students must achieve 
a minimum score.

Students must also 
meet the cumulative 
score requirement  in 
each of the four 
foundation subjects.

Math English

Social
Studies

Science

1:

2:
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Three important considerations 
about the EOC

The score a student receives on a STAAR EOC 
assessment is required to count for 15% of the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ

EOC=15%

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ CLb![ Dw!59

3:


